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Hitler: Mein Kampf 
The art of propaganda lies in 
understanding the emotional ideas of 
the great masses and finding, through a 
psychologically correct form, the way 
to the attention and thence to the heart 
of the broad masses. 
A. Huxley “Notes on Propaganda” 
Propaganda gives force and direction to the 
successive movements of popular feeling 
and desire; but it does not do much to 
create these movements. The propagandist 
is a man who canalizes an already existing 
stream. In a land where there is no water, 
he digs in vain. 
Key Elements of Totalitarian State 
1.______________ 
2.______________ 
3.______________ 
4.______________ 
5.______________ 
6.______________ 
7.______________ 
Key Elements of Totalitarian State 
 Single, focusing (if unfocused) Ideology 
 One Party, One Leader 
 Policing (three types) 
 Military/militarism (?) 
 Propaganda (Indoctrination)  
 Youth Movements (Education) 
 Economic Control (varies)(autarky?) 
Big Four? 
Big Four Ideologies: 
 Nazism (Fascism): Ultra-nationalism 
¡ Politics = Race 
 Stalinism – Marxism-Leninism 
¡ Politics = Class 
 Mao – Maoism (Peasant Marxism?) 
 Juche – NK – Marxism-Leninism +  
 autarky  
Authoritarian 
  The Authoritarian: 
1.  De-politize  
2.  One Party/Policing 
3.  Leave/return individual 
in traditional context. 
4.  Limited change (?) 
5.  Not radical 
6.  Defender of _________ 
Or? 
Defining “Propaganda” 
 The “art of changing attitudes”? 
 The reinforcement of existing trends/beliefs – 
sharpen? 
 Propaganda – not just “lies” – often half-
truths and the truth out of context. 
 It appeals to the irrational AND the rational 
 It is “Ethically Neutral” – has a pejorative 
context. 
¡ Must see it in the context of its use. 
One Ideology, One Leader, One Party 
  Cult of Personality for 
Leader – focus of 
message 
  Inspiration to sacrifice 
  Quasi-religious 
  Party as monolithic 
structure, but still local 
authority 
  Driving idea, but often 
morphs 
Slogans! 
 “Long live the 
General Line! 
Long live the 
Great Leap 
Forward! Long 
live the People's 
Communes!” 


A few places named after Stalin 
  Stalingrad, from 1925–1961; now known as Volgograd, Russia 
¡  Petition to rename the city Stalingrad again 
  Stalinogorsk, from 1934–1961; now known as Novomoskovsk, Russia 
  Stalinogród, from 1953–1956 ; now known as Katowice, Poland 
  Stalinstadt, from 1953–1961; now known as Eisenhüttenstadt, East Germany 
  Pik Stalina (Stalin Peak), from 1932–1962; now known as Ismail Samani 
Peak, Tajikistan 
  Stalino, from 1924–1961; now known as Donetsk, Ukraine 
  Stalin, from 1949–1956; now known as Varna, Bulgaria 
  Raionul Stalin (Stalin city district), in Bucharest, Romania 
  Stalin Park, now known as Park Harbin, China 
  And many, many more... 






Military 
  Military: 
¡  Army-State 
¡  Nazis glorify 
¡  Communists: arm of state 
  Militarism: 
¡  Uniforms/uniformity  
¡  Quasi-regimentation 
¡  Conformity 
¡  Perpetual war 

Media/Education 
  Control/regulate ALL: 
¡  Print media – papers 
¡  Radio 
¡  Movies 
¡  Television (later) 
¡  Public Spaces 
¡  Art/architecture 
  Education: 
¡  Schooling 
¡  Textbooks 

North Korean Arch of Triumph 
CHORUS 
“So dear to all our 
hearts is our 
General's glorious 
name, 
Our own beloved Kim 
Il-sung of undying 
fame” 
Youth Movements 
  Avenue for advancement 
  It’s fun! Its physical! 
  Uniforms – militarism 
  Learn to follow, then 
learn to lead. 
  Remove from parents, 
remove from past. 
  Displace old groups – 
religious. 




“Educated Youth Must Go to the Countryside!” 
Economic 
 Nazis/Fascist: 
¡ Corporate economy 
¡ Mixed control 
¡ Business-state alliance 
 Communist 
¡ Command Economy 
¡ Complete Control 
¡ Collectivization 
Agriculture and Technology 
  “Turn China into a 
prosperous, rich and 
powerful industrialized 
socialist country under 
the leadership of the 
Communist Party and 
Chairman Mao!” 
For the Oppressed Against the Exploiters! 
“Study the Soviet Union, to advance to the world level 
of science.” 
Juche! 



Totalitarianism: The Future 
Some Ideas for Use 
  Presentations 
¡  Students choose a topic: “Cult of Stalin,” “Nazi Race policy,” etc. 
¡  Write 200+ words per slide. 
  Papers 
¡  Speak to the elements in different totalitarian systems 
¡  Compare Soviet and Chinese Communism (Soviet v Nazi), etc. 
  Common Core: RST #7 
¡  “Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
diverse formats and media (e.g., quantitative data, video, 
multimedia) in order to address a question or solve a problem.” 
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